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Abstract: Detecting abnormalities such as venous looping or beading sis critical for early treatment as they are in most
cases indication of potentially sight-threatening retinopathy. In order to utilize these useful characteristics of retinal
blood vessels, it is very important to obtain their locations and shapes accurately. Blood vessels appeared as networks
of either deep red or orange-red filaments that originated within the optic disc and were of progressively diminishing
width. The major problem of Patients suffering from the disease over a long period of time is more likely to develop
eye problems known as diabetic retinopathy. The detection of blood vessels is a major problem in the automatic
processing of retinal images. The problem is to identify the segmentation of green veins and red veins in retina. The red
and green component is extracted from the retinal images with help of KCN clustering. The accuracy detected in the
green component is 96.5 % and the red component extraction is the 99.9% extractions of the retinal images.
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I. INTRODUCTION
A standout amongst the most critical inward parts in eye is
called retina, covering all back compartment, on which all
optic receptors are dispersed. Clutters in retina came about
because of exceptional sicknesses are analyzed by unique
pictures from retina, which are acquired by utilizing optic
imaging called fundus. Vein is a standout amongst the
most essential elements in retina comprising of supply
routes and arterioles for distinguishing retinal vein
impediment, evaluating the tortuosity for hypertension and
early finding of glaucoma. Weighing the got changes in
retinal pictures in a particular period can help the doctor to
analyze the sickness. Uses of retinal pictures are
diagnosing the advancement of some cardiovascular
maladies, diagnosing the district with no veins (Macula),
utilizing such pictures as a part of helping programmed
laser surgery on eye, and utilizing such pictures as a part
of biometric applications, and so forth. Then again,
removing the retinal veins are done in a few cases by
doctor physically, which is troublesome and drawn out and
is joined by high errors because of much reliance on the
doctor's expertise level. Thus, the precise extraction of the
veins from the retinal pictures requires utilizing
calculation and instruments which decrease the reliance on
the factor and dispose of the mistake elements. Diabetes is
an infection that influences around 5.5% of the populace
around the world, a number that can be required to
increment essentially in the nearing years. Around 10% of
every diabetic patient has diabetic retinopathy, which is
the essential driver of visual deficiency in the Western
World. Early identification and counteractive action of
these infections are urgent to stay away from preventable
vision misfortune, the World Health Organization educates
yearly
visual
screening
regarding
patients.
Computerization will encourage this screening. Diabetes
mellitus is a perpetual, systemic, life- undermining
infection described by disarranged digestion system and
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unusually high glucose (hyperglycemia) results from low
levels of the hormone insulin inside or without anomalous
imperviousness to insulin's belongings. Through PC
reproductions it is conceivable to show that aversion and
medications are generally economical contrasted with
social insurance and recovery expenses brought about by
vision misfortune then again difficulty seeing. Vessels,
fovea and optic plates in the human retina are most
generally utilized as a part of a few applications.
II. BLOOD VESSEL EXTRACTION USING
MORPHOLOGICAL OPERATION
In this work to extract the blood vessels by using color
fundus image. Fundus image is an RGB color image, in
general RGB images consist of three channels (red, green
and blue) This can be accomplished by separation the
retina image to three channels and using only one of them
(Green channel), the blue channel is characterized by low
contrast and does not contain much information. The
vessels are visible in the red channel. In this method, the
retinal image is taken as the input image. Then the input
retinal image is pre-processed. In pre-processing stage, the
input image is resized and the Red or Green channel image
is separated as the blood vessel appears brighter in the Red
or green channel image. Then morphological operation is
performed on the Red or green channel image. The
primary morphological operations are dilation and erosion.
The more complex morphological operations are opening
and closing. Dilation is an operation that grows or thickens
objects in a binary image. The specific manner and extent
of this thickening is controlled by shape referred to a
structuring element. Dilation is defined in terms of set
operation. Erosion shrinks or thins objects in a binary
image.
The manner and extent of shrinking is controlled by a
structuring element.
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such as feature extraction, background equalization, image
enhancement and others. Once the image has been filtered,
a preliminary detection of blood vessels is carried out. The
top-hat transformation applied on the filtered image with a
disk structure element with a size large enough to fill all
the holes in blood vessels. The top hat transformation is
then performed by a closing operation, which is defined by
the following equation:
Tb (f) =f •b − f
Where, Tb (f) is the top-hat transformation, (•) is the
closing operation, b is the structuring element and f is the
filtered image.
Figure 1 Original image
There are following objectives that we have to fulfill in
this research work that are given below:
 To solve the problems of the false detection of the
contour in the retinal as blood vessels due to the presence
of atrophy in the border of the retinal.
 To resolve the segmentation of retinal blood vessels are
the presence of a wide variety of vessel widths and the
heterogeneous background of the retina
 Compare the Different technique that is KCN and
Morphological operations.
 Calculate the accuracy, reliability and precision.
III.

SEGMENTATION OF RETINAL
VASCULATURE ISSUES
The retinal vasculature is composed of the arteries and
veins with their tributaries which are visible within the
retinal image. The segmentation and measurement of the
retinal vasculature is of primary interest in the diagnosis
and treatment of a number of systemic and ophthalmologic
conditions. The accurate segmentation of the retinal blood
vessels is often an essential prerequisite step in the
identification of retinal anatomy and pathology. There are
some factors that hinder vascular segmentation such as:
• Vessels are obviously not all with the same size, shape,
or color
• The contrast can sometimes be quite low; and the vessel
color can be close to that of the background
• Some background features (e.g., underlying choroidal
structures, or the nerve fiber layer) have similar attributes
to vessels
• Vessel crossings and bifurcations may confuse some
techniques
• The edge of the optic disk can be wrongly segmented
as a vessel
IV.
TOP-HAT TRANSFORMS
In mathematical morphology and digital image processing,
top-hat transform is an operation that extracts small
elements and details from given images. There exist two
types of top-hat transform: The white top-hat transform
which defined as the difference between the input image
and its opening by some structuring element. The black
top-hat transform which defined dually as the difference
between the closing and the input image. Top hat
transforms are used for various image processing tasks,
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V. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
This research work is to implement the blood vessel
detection in retina. It is based upon GUI (graphical user
interface) in MATLAB. It is an effort to further grasp
the fundamentals of MATLAB and validate it as a
powerful application tool. There are basically different
files. Each of them consists of m-file and figure file. These
are the programmable files containing the information
about the images. The flow chart of proposed method for
blood vessel detection is shown in Fig.The proposed
method uses the following steps: (1) Red & Green
component extraction (2) Gaussian smoothing (3) Contrast
enhancement (4) morphological operation, (5) Blood
vessel detection using KCN.
The proposed steps to detect the retinal images
Step 1: Browse the input images of the retina.
Step 2: Apply the red component extraction of the
browsed image with the help of
R(:,:,1) = inp_img(:,:,1);
R(:,:,2) = 0;
R(:,:,3) = 0;
Or
Apply the green component extraction of the browsed
image with the help of
G(:,:,2) = inp_img(:,:,2);
G(:,:,1) = 0;
G(:,:,3) = 0;
Step 3: Apply the Gaussian smoothing of the red or green
components of the image.
Step 4: After that apply the contrast enhancement of the
image with the help of imfilter.
Step 5: Apply the top had on the enhanced images.
Step 6 : Apply the bottom had on the enhanced image.
Step 7: Get output of the detected red or green vessels of
the retinal images and find the PSNR and MSE.
Step 8: Analyze the results being obtained in terms of the
sensitivity and specificity of the image.
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VI. RESULT

Figure 2 Input image of the retina

Figure 5 User Interface to browse the image

Figure 3 Component extracted image

Figure 6 Processing the Green Components

Figure 4 Vessel extracted image

Figure 7 Extracted Green Components

Copyright to IJARCCE

DOI 10.17148/IJARCCE.2015.46104

486

ISSN (Online) 2278-1021
ISSN (Print) 2319-5940

International Journal of Advanced Research in Computer and Communication Engineering
Vol. 4, Issue 6, June 2015

[4].

[5].

[6].

[7].

[8].

Figure 8 Extracted Red Components
Table 1: Red Component extracted of the images
Input Image
Retinal2
Retinal35
Retinal1

Sensitivity
1
0.99952
0.95945

[9].

PSNR
61.9142
58.5273
64.5723

[10].

Table 2: Green Component extracted of the images
Input Image
Retinal2
Retinal35
Retinal1

Sensitivity
1
0.96756
0.84652
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VII. CONCLUSION
The detection of blood vessels is a major problem in the
automatic processing of retinal images. On the one hand,
the vessels have certain properties such as diameter which
may be the key indicators in the evolution of certain
retinopathies. To resolve the segmentation of retinal blood
vessels are the presence of a wide variety of vessel widths
and the heterogeneous background of the retina. The
different researcher views are studied to review the retinal
images problem and blood vessel problem. In the research
work the Red and Green blood vessel is extracted with the
help of KCN and morphological operators. In this work
the Red and Green components of the retinal images is
extracted and sensitivity and the specificity is calculated in
red and green components of the images of retina. The
overall result is calculated in the form of PSNR and
sensitivity. In the red component the sensitivity is 99.9
%and PSNR is 58.5% and in green component the
sensitivity is 96.7% and the PSNR is 52.8%. In the future,
the work is enhanced with the help of another techniques
and methods.
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