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Abstract: Counterfeit products have become a pervasive problem in various industries, including pharmaceuticals, 

electronics, luxury goods, and automotive parts. These fake products not only result in significant economic losses but 

also pose serious risks to consumer safety and brand reputation. Traditional anti-counterfeiting measures, such as 

holograms and serial numbers, have proven insufficient in combating this growing threat. The emergence of block chain 

technology provides a promising avenue for addressing the counterfeit problem more effectively. The identification and 

elimination of counterfeit products from the market remain a challenge for businesses and regulatory authorities. Existing 

solutions often lack transparency, traceability, and authentication mechanisms, making it difficult to track the origin of 

products and verify their authenticity. This report aims to explore how block chain technology can be utilized to develop 

a robust and reliable system for fake product identification. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 
 

The rise in counterfeit products poses a significant challenge for consumers, businesses, and governments worldwide. 

Counterfeit goods not only impact the economy but also pose health and safety risks. Traditional methods of combating 

counterfeiting have proven inadequate, necessitating the exploration of innovative solutions.  

 

This report focuses on the utilization of blockchain technology for fake product identification. The report provides an 

introduction to the topic, presents a literature survey on existing research and applications, discusses observations and 

case studies, highlights the advantages and disadvantages of using blockchain for fake product identification, and 

concludes with insights on the potential of blockchain technology in combating counterfeiting. 

 

Blockchain Technology: 
 

Blockchain technology has emerged as a transformative innovation with the potential to revolutionize various industries. 

Initially introduced as the underlying technology behind Bitcoin, blockchain has evolved into a versatile solution that 

extends far beyond cryptocurrencies. Its decentralized and transparent nature, combined with cryptographic security 

mechanisms, offers numerous advantages in terms of data integrity, trust, and efficiency. In this report, we will explore 

the fundamental concepts, components, and mechanisms of blockchain technology. We will also delve into its key 

features, applications in different sectors, and potential challenges. 

 

The use of blockchain technology in product identification offers several advantages over traditional methods. Some of 

the key advantages are: 

 

a) Security: Blockchain technology provides a secure and tamper-proof way of tracking products through the 

supply chain. This ensures that the product's authenticity can be verified at any point in the supply chain, and prevents 

the creation and spread of fake products. 

 

b) Transparency: Blockchain technology provides a decentralized and transparent way of tracking products, which 

means that all parties in the supply chain can access the information about the product's history.  

 

c) This ensures that there is no single point of failure in the system, and that all parties can verify the authenticity 

of the product. 
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Efficiency: Blockchain technology can help to streamline the supply chain by providing a more efficient way of tracking 

products. This can reduce the time and cost involved in verifying the authenticity of products, and ensure that products 

are delivered to consumers more quickly. 

 

Some of the main components of Blockchain are, 

 

Blocks: Blocks are containers that store a set of transactions. Each block typically includes a header containing metadata, 

such as a timestamp, previous block hash, and a nonce. 

 

Transactions: Transactions represent the records of digital assets or information being exchanged between participants. 

These transactions are grouped together within a block. 

 

Chain: The chain refers to the chronological sequence of blocks, forming a continuous and unbroken ledger. Each block 

contains a reference to the previous block's hash, creating a chain-like structure. 

 

Some of the Key Features of Blockchain are, 

 

a) Decentralization: Blockchain operates on a decentralized network, eliminating the need for a central authority 

or intermediary. This decentralized nature ensures that no single entity has control or ownership over the data. 
 

b) Transparency: The transparency of blockchain allows all participants to view and verify the transactions and 

the state of the ledger. Each participant has access to a copy of the entire blockchain, ensuring transparency and  

 accountability. 
 

c) Immutability: Once a transaction is recorded in a block and added to the blockchain, it becomes nearly       

  impossible to alter or tamper with. This immutability ensures the integrity and trustworthiness of the data. 
 

d) Security: Blockchain employs cryptographic algorithms to secure the data and ensure the privacy and 

authenticity of transactions. Consensus mechanisms, such as proof-of-work or proof-of-stake, provide robust security 

against malicious activities. Hash and block structure. 

 

The hash algorithm is a function that maps a sequence of messages of any length to a shorter fixed-length value, and is 

characterized by susceptibility, unidirectionality, collision resistance, and high sensitivity. Hash is usually used to ensure 

data integrity, that is, to verify the data has been illegally tampered with. When the data tested changes, its hash value 

also changes correspondingly. Therefore, even if the data is in an unsafe environment, the integrity of the data can be 

detected based on the hash value of the data. 

 

SHA is a type of cryptographic hash function issued by the National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST) with 

the general characteristics of a cryptographic hash function. The SHA256 algorithm is a class of the SHA-2 algorithm 

cluster, which generates a 256-bit message digest. The algorithm's calculation process includes two stages: message 

preprocessing and main loop. In the message preprocessing stage, binary bit filling and message length filling are 

performed on the information of any length, and the filled message is divided into several 512-bit message blocks. In the 

main loop phase, each message block is processed by a compression function. The input of the current compression 

function is the output of the previous compression function, and the output of the last compression function is the hash 

value of the original message. 

 

RIEPEMD, a summary of the RACE original integrity check message, is a hash function algorithm developed by the 

COSI research team of the University in Leuven, Belgium. RIPEMD-160 is the most common version of RIPEMD. 

 

 As the SHA series functions, the first step of the algorithm is message complement, and the complement method is 

identical to the SHA series algorithm. The core of the processing algorithm is the compression function, which is a loop, 

where each loop consists of 16 step functions. Using different original logic functions in each loop, the processing of the 

algorithm is divided into two different cases, with five of the two original logic functions running in reverse order. After 

all 512-bit packet processing is completed, the resulting 160-bit output is the hash value of the original message. 

 

For blockchain, hash functions can be used to perform block and transaction integrity verification. In the blockchain, the 

hash value of the information of the previous block is stored in the header of each block, and any user can compare the 

calculated hash value with the stored hash value. In turn, the integrity of the information of the previous block is detected. 

Similarly, the hash function can be used to generate public-private key pairs. 

https://ijarcce.com/


ISSN (O) 2278-1021, ISSN (P) 2319-5940  IJARCCE 

International Journal of Advanced Research in Computer and Communication Engineering 

Impact Factor 8.102Peer-reviewed / Refereed journalVol. 12, Issue 9, September 2023 

DOI:  10.17148/IJARCCE.2023.12909 

© IJARCCE                This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License                 66 

The hash pointer is a data structure that contains, in addition to the usual pointers, some data information and password 

hashes associated with the information. A normal pointer is used to retrieve information, and a hash pointer is used to 

verify that the information has been tampered. The blockchain is a list of hash pointers, each of which is connected by 

using a hash value. It is verified according to the hash value whether the data contained in the block is changed, thereby 

ensuring the integrity of the block information. 

 

Cryptocurrencies:  

Blockchain’s most well-known use (and maybe most controversial) is in cryptocurrencies. Cryptocurrencies are digital 

currencies (or tokens), like Bitcoin, Ethereum or Litecoin, that can be used to buy goods and services. Just like a digital 

form of cash, crypto can be used to buy everything from your lunch toyour next home. Unlike cash, crypto uses blockchain 

to act as both a public ledger and an enhanced cryptographic security system, so online transactions are always recorded 

and secured. 

 

Ethereum Blockchain 

Originally created as the ultra-transparent ledger system for Bitcoin to operate on, blockchain has long been associated 

with cryptocurrency, but the technology's transparency and security has seen growing adoption in a number of areas, 

much of which can be traced back to the development of the Ethereum blockchain.  

 

In late 2013, Russian-Canadian developer Vitalik Buterin published a white paper that proposed a platform combining 

traditional blockchain functionality with one key difference: the execution of computer code. Thus, the Ethereum Project 

was born.  

 

Ethereum blockchain lets developers create sophisticated programs that can communicate with one another on the 

blockchain. 

 

Tokens 

Ethereum programmers can create tokens to represent any kind of digital asset, track its ownership and execute its 

functionality according to a set of programming instructions. 

 

Tokens can be music files, contracts, concert tickets or even a patient's medical records. Most recently, Non-Fungible 

Tokens (NFTs) have become all the rage. NFTs are unique blockchain-based tokens that store digital media (like a video, 

music or art). Each NFT has the ability to verify authenticity, past history and sole ownership of the piece of digital media. 

NFTs have become wildly popular because they offer a new wave of digital creators the ability to buy and sell their 

creations, while getting proper credit and a fair share of profits. 

 

Newfound uses for blockchain have broadened the potential of the ledger technology to permeate other sectors like media, 

government and identity security. Thousands of companies are currently researching and developing products and 

ecosystems that run entirely on the burgeoning technology. 

 

Blockchain is challenging the current status quo of innovation by letting companies experiment with groundbreaking 

technology like peer-to-peer energy distribution or decentralized forms for news media. Much like the definition of 

blockchain, the uses for the ledger system will only evolve as technology evolves. 
 

 

OBJECTIVES 

 

The idea of this project came into existence because of the increase in the counterfeit products.  

 

The objectives of this project are:  

 

The goal of our project is to find whether a given product is fake or original using Blockchain Technology.  To ensure 

the identification and traceability of real product throughout the supply chain ,we propose a fully functional Blockchain 

system to prevent product counterfeting , for what are creating web interface for the user to scan the information of the 

product through the product QR code.  

 

The main objectives of this system are as follows: 

 

• To understand the impact of counterfeit products on the economy and society. 

• To explore the fundamentals of blockchain technology and its potential applications. 
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• To review existing research and applications of blockchain for anti-counterfeiting purposes. 

• To analyze the advantages and disadvantages of using blockchain for fake product identification. 

• To provide recommendations for the implementation and improvement of blockchain-based solutions. 

• To assess the potential impact of blockchain technology in combating counterfeiting. 

 

II. LITERATURE SURVEY 

 
The use of blockchain technology in product identification has been the focus of many research studies and publications 

in recent years. In particular, the use of blockchain in supply chain management has been extensively studied, as it can 

provide a secure and transparent way of tracking products from their origin to their destination. 

 

One study by Wang et al. (2020) proposed a blockchain-based system for product traceability that uses a combination of 

QR codes and RFID tags. The system is designed to track products through the entire supply chain, from the manufacturer 

to the retailer, and allows consumers to verify the authenticity of the product by scanning the QR code. 

 

Another study by Gao et al. (2021) proposed a blockchain-based anti-counterfeiting system that uses a combination of 

digital signatures and smart contracts to ensure the authenticity of products. The system is designed to prevent the creation 

of fake products by verifying the authenticity of raw materials, ensuring that the product is produced by an authorized 

manufacturer, and tracking the product through the entire supply chain. 

 

Based on our review of the literature, it is clear that blockchain technology has the potential to revolutionize the 

identification of fake products. By providing a secure and transparent way of tracking products through the supply chain, 

blockchain can help to ensure the authenticity of products and prevent the spread of counterfeit goods. 

 

One of the key benefits of using blockchain in product identification is its ability to provide a tamper-proof and immutable 

record of the product's history. This ensures that the product's authenticity can be verified at any point in the supply chain, 

from the manufacturer to the retailer, and provides consumers with the confidence that they are purchasing a genuine 

product. 

 

Another benefit of using blockchain is its ability to provide a decentralized and transparent way of tracking products. This 

means that the information about the product's history is stored in a distributed ledger that is accessible to all parties in 

the supply chain. This ensures that there is no single point of failure in the system, and that all parties can verify the 

authenticity of the product. 

 

III. PROPOSED METHODOLOGY 

 
As most people shop from remote places, there is the possibility of getting Counterfeit or fake products. This fake product 

affects the customer as well as company name. They have to face major loss from this situation. There is no right solution 

before dealing with this problem. As easily copied barcodes there is no guarantee system, or a good solution to distinguish 

counterfeit products from real products. Blockchain is the most promising technology emerging in recent years that can 

help to solve that type of problem. Blockchain Technology can be used to monitor and keep track of shipped products so 

that users only get the right product. The main purpose of the project was to bring transparency about the product during 

customer purchasing and help customers to see if the product they are buying is original or counterfeit easily.  

 

In this proposed system, we do Fake product Identification Using Blockchain Technology. The first step is to bring all 

the manufacturers to the blockchain network and collect their major product information. Product verification is done by 

registering and providing them with the correct id and password. The manufacturer will be the main owner of the item. 

The manufacturer will ask the manager to add the product to the network while the QR code will be assigned to that 

product. The regulator will register the product and the manufacturer on the network if the applicant is the actual 

manufacturer. Once the product is recorded on the network it will create a smart contract with the unique QR code of the 

product where the product details are stated in the encrypted text form. To protect the QR code from copying there is a 

Copy Sensitive digital image in the QR code. In the next step the manufacturer will send the product to the distributor 

and the status is set as shipping; it will not change the ownership of the product until a request from both parties for the 

purchase and sale of the product is approved. As soon as both parties agree to a joint venture, its ownership in the 

blockchain network will be transferred in the form of a smart contract automatically after payment has been made. At this 

stage clients will be provided with the Android app and consumers can scan the QR code assigned to the object using the 

Android app. The scanner scans the product and removes the encrypted text in the algorithm provided and receives 

information about the current manufacturer and owner of the product and can decide whether to purchase the item or not. 
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Fig 1: Architecture 

 

The following depicts the proposed architecture for fake product identification using block chian.  

 

The total process flow is separated into the following steps based on the architecture, An Architecture consists of 

manufacture and the user , a manufacturer  wants to register and login  with their details, and the product enrollment 

where saved in a database, then the blockchain network search of the product and validate product  by scanning QR code 

of the user. 

 

IV. CONCLUSION 
 

In conclusion, utilizing blockchain technology for fake product identification holds significant potential in addressing the 

pervasive issue of counterfeit goods. By leveraging the transparency, immutability, and decentralization features of 

blockchain, this solution can enhance supply chain integrity, improve consumer trust, and foster a more secure 

marketplace. 

 

The use of blockchain enables the creation of a tamper-proof and decentralized ledger, where each product is assigned a 

unique identifier that is recorded at every stage of the supply chain.  

 

This ensures transparency and traceability, allowing consumers and businesses to verify the authenticity and origin of a 

product in real-time. Counterfeit products can be easily identified and eliminated from the market, protecting consumers 

from fraudulent and potentially harmful items. 

 

Moreover, blockchain-based solutions can facilitate collaboration among stakeholders by providing a shared platform for 

information exchange. Manufacturers, distributors, retailers, and consumers can access and contribute to the blockchain, 

thereby creating a trusted ecosystem where data integrity is assured.  

 

This collaboration fosters a collective effort to combat counterfeit products, benefiting both businesses and consumers 

alike. 
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